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South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification, November 24, 1832

An ordinance to nullify certain acts of the Congress of the United States,
purporting to be laws laying duties and imposts on the importation of
foreign commodities.

Whereas the Congress of the United States by various acts, purporting to be acts laying duties
and imposts on foreign imports, but in reality intended for the protection of demestic manufactures
and the giving of bounties to classes and individuals engaged in particular employments, at the
expense and to the injury and oppression of other classes and individuals, and by wholly exempting
from taxation certain foreign commodities, such as are not produced or manufactured in the United
States, to afford a pretext for imposing higher and excessive duties on articles similar to those
infended to be protected, bath exceeded its just powers under the constitution, which confers on It
no authority to afford such protection, and bath violated the true meaning and intent of the
constitution, which provides for equality in imposing the burdens of taxation upon the several States
and portions of the confederacy: And whereas the said Congress, exceeding its just power o
impose taxes and collect revenue for the purpose of effecting and accomplishing the specific objects
and purposes which the constitution of the United States authorizes it to effect and accomplish, hath
raised and collscted unnecessary revenue for objects unautherized by the constitution.

We, therefore, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare
and ordain and it is hereby declared and ordained, that the several acts and parts of acts of the
Congress of the United States, purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and imposts on the
importation of foreign commodities, and now having actual operation and effect within the United
States, and, more especially, an act enditled "An act in alteration of the several acts imposing duties
on imports," approved on the nineteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight
and also an act entitled "An act to alter and amend the several acts imposing duiies on imports,”

- approved on the fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, are unauthorized

by the constitution of the United States, and violate the frue meaning and intent thereof and are null,
void, and no law, nor binding upon this State, its officers or citizens; and all promises, contracts, and
obligations, made or entered into, or to be made or entered into, with purpose {o secure the duties
imposed by szid acts, and all judicial proceedings which shall be hereaiter had in affirmance thereof,
are and shall be held utterly nuli and void.

And it is further ordained, that it shall not be lawful for any of the constituted autharities, whether
of this State or of the United States, to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the said acts within
the limits of this Siate; but it shall be the duty of the legisiature to adopt such measures and pass
such acts as may be necessary to give full effect to this ordinance, and to prevent the enforcement
and arrest the operation of the said acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States within
the limits of this State, from and after the first day of February next, and the duties of all other
constituted authorities, and of all persons residing or being within the limits of this State, and they
are hereby required and enjoined io obey and give effect to this ordinance, and such acts and
measures of the legislature as may be passed or adopted in obedience thereto.

And it is further ordained, that in no case of law or equity, decided in the courts of this State,
wherein shall be drawn in question the authority of this ordinance, or the validity of such act or acts
of the legislature as may be passed for the purpose of giving effect thereto, or the validity of the
aforesaid acts of Congress, imposing duties, shall any appeal be taken or-allowed fo the Supreme
Court of the United States, nor shall any copy of the record be permitted or allowed for that purpose;



and if any such appeal shall be attempted to be taken, the courts of this State shall proceed to
execute and enforce thelr judgments according to the laws and usages of the State, without
reference to such attempted appeal, and the person or persons attempfting to take such appeal may
be dealt with as for a contempt of the court.

And it is further ordained, that all persons now holding any office of honar, profit, or trust, civil or
military, under this State {members of the legislature excepted), shall, within such time, and in such
manner as the legislature shall prescribg, take an cath well and truly to obey, execute, and enforce
this ordinance, and such act or acts of the Jegislature as may be passed in pursuance thereof,
according to the frue intent and meaning of the same, and on the neglect or omission of any such
person or persons so to do, his or their office or offices shall be forthwith vacated, and shall be filled
up as if such perscn or persons were dead or had resigned; and no perscon hereafter elected to any
office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military (members of the legislature excepted), shall, until the
legislature shall otherwise provide and direct, enter on the execution of his office, or be he any
respect competent to discharge the duties thereof until he shall, in like manner, have taken a similar
oath; and no juror shall be impaneled in any of the courts of this State, in any cause in which shall be
in question this ordinance, or any act of the |legislature passed in pursuance therecf, unless he shall
first, in addition to the usual oath, have taken an cath that he will well and truly obey, execute, and
enforce this ordinance, and such act or acts of the [egislatire as may be passed to carry the same
into operation and effect, according to the true intent and meaning thereof.

And we, the people of South Carolina, {o the end that it may be fully understood by the
government of the United States, and the people of the co-States, that we are determined to
maintain this our ordinance and declaration, at every hazard, do further declare that we will not
submit to the application of force on the part of the federal government, to reduce this State to
ohedience, but that we will consider the passage, by Congress, of any act authotizing the
employment of a military or naval force against the State of South Carolina, her constitutional
authorities or citizens; or any act abolishing or closing the ports of this State, or any of them, or
otherwise obstructing the free ingress and egress of vessels to and from the said ports, or any other
act on the part of the federal government, to coerce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or harass
her commerce or to enforce the acts hereby declared to be null and void, otherwise than through the
civil tribunals of the couniry, as inconsistent with the longer continuance of South Carolina in the
Union; and that the people of this State will henceforth hold themselves absolved from all further
obligation to maintain or preserve their political connection with the people of the other States; and
will forthwith proceed to organize a separate government, and do all other acts and things which
sovereign and independent States may of right do.

Done in convention at Columbia, the twenty-fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and in the fifty- seventh year of the Declaration of the
independence of the United States of America.

Source:
Ford, Paul Leicester
The Federalist : A commentary on the Constitution of the United States by Alexander Hamﬂton James Madison and
John Jay edited with nofes, illustrative documents and a copious index by Paul Lefcester Ford.
New York : Henry Holt and Company, 1898.
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The following excerpt from an editorial written by Warren Cowdery, the editor of the
Kirtland Messenger and Advocate, describes his perspective on-the causes and
consequences of the Panic of 1837:

But as we write for posterity as well as for our cotemporaries, we feel bound to
notice some of the remote and proximate causes, and leave our readers to
suggest the remedy. We are all sensible that one year ago our village was lively,
and every countenance was lit up with a smile. The laborer found employ and
fair wages. The farmer living near found a ready market for all his surplus
produce. The mechanic constant employ for all the hands he could engage. A
great amount of merchandise was purchased on credit, and sold in this town
during the summer, fall, and winter past. Lumber and every kind of building
material bore a high price; and much of if, as there was much used, was
necessarily bought on a credit. Real estate rose from one to eight hundred per
cent. and in many cases more. Men who were not thought worth fifty or an
hundred dollars became purchasers to the amount of thousands. Notes, (some
cash,) deeds, and mortgages passed and repassed, till all, or nearly all, vainly
supposed they had become wealthy, or at least had acquired a competence. With
the consciousness of having suddenly and without much effort enhanced the
amount of his worldly fortune, every one thought he must clothe himself and
family according to his circumstances & present prospects, he therefore made
large bills with the merchants, and promised to pay in a few short months, or
when the bank should open and begin to discount.

Time rolled on with its usual rapidity. All the necessaries of life rose in value,
while the demand continued the same or rather increased, and the supply rather
diminished. The time of payment on many large contracts had already come.
The merchant, the mechanic, and the wholesale dealer began to call; the Iaborer
who is ever worthy of his hire, began to feel the pressure. The effects of
overtrading were visible, daily. Almost every man had given his notes for more
than he could raise; contracts were expiring, where hundreds, yea, thousands
were at stake. Some made exertions to extricate themselves by their own
economy or the assistance of friends. Some sacrificed what they had paid, and
gave up their contract. Some appeared to almost sink in despair, on viewing the
prospect before them. While there were still another class, who reckless of all
consequences, rushed blindly on, till ruin stared them full in the face.

This being a simple statement of facts, it is easy to see that overtrading is one of
the principal remote causes of distress in our community. 2d. An inordinate
desire to become suddenly and vastly rich. 3d. The deranged state of the money
market abroad, and inflated paper circulation at home, together with every
article of food rising nearly one hundred per cent. above the prices of last year.



The laborer found less employ and still less pay, then formerly. The influx of
inhabitants from abroad, in consequence of the general pressure, was less, and
the few who did arrive felt little inclined to part with their disposable means.
The day of speculation, we mean local speculation in real estate, appears to have
gone by for the present, and the hour of adversity—the time of trial—has come;
payments are due, money scarce, credit impaired, and confidence gone! We
speak not of these, as calamities peculiar to our little town. We mention them
because they are common to our whole country, and because causes of a similar
nature have combined to produce nearly the same effect throughout our whole
country. (Warren Cowdery, Editorial, LDS Messenger and Advocate, June 1837,

3:521-522) °
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Modern History Sourcebook:
Harriet Robinson:
Lowell Mill Girls

In her autobiography, Harriet Hanson Robinson, the wife of a newspaper editor, provided an
account of her earlier life as female factory worker (from the age of ten in 1834 to 1848) in the
textite Mills of Lowel|, Massachusetts. Her account explains some of the family dynamics
involved, and lels us see the women as adlive particlpants in thelr own lives - for Instance In
their strike of 1836.

In what follows, I shall confine myself to a description of factory life in Lowell, Massachusetts,
from 1832 to 1848, since, with that phase of Early Factory Labor in New England, I am the
most familiar-because I was a part of it.

In 1832, Lowell was little more than a factory village. Five "corporations” were started, and tha
cotton mills belonging to them were building. Help was in great demand and stories were told
all over the country of the new factory place, and the high wages that were offered to all
classes of workpeople; storfes that reached the ears of mechanics' and farmers' sons and glave
new life to lonely and dependent women in distant towns and farmhouses .... Troops of young
girls came from different parts of New England, and from Canada, and men were employed to
collect them at so much a head, and deliver them at the factories.

At the time the Lowell cotton mills were started the caste of the factory girl was the lowest
among the employments of women. In England and in France, particularly, great injustice had
been done to her real character. She was represented as subjected to influences that must
destroy her purity and selfrespect. In the eyes of her overseer she was but a brute, a slave, to
be beaten, pinched and pushed about. It was to overcome this prejudice that such high wages
had been offered to women that they might be induced to become millgiris, in spite of the
opprobrium that still clung to this degrading occupation....

The early millgirls were of different ages. Some were not over ten years old; a few were in
middle life, but the majority were between the ages of sixteen and twentyfive. The very young
girls were called "doffers." They "doffed," or took off, the full bobbins from the spinningframes,
and replaced them with empty ones. These mites worked about fifteen minutes every hour and
the rest of the time was their own. When the overseer was kind they were allowed to read,
knit, or go outside the millyard to play. They were paid two dollars a week. The working hours
of all the girls extended from five o'clock in the morning until seven in the evening, with one
halfhour each, for breakfast and dinner, Even the doffers were forced to be on duty nearly



fourteen hours a day. This was the greatest hardship in the lives of these chiidren. Several
years later a tenhour law was passed, but not until long after some of these little doffers were
old enough to appear before the legislative committee on the subject, and plead, by their
presence, for a reduction of the hours of labor.

Those of the millgitls who had homes generally worked from eight to ten months in the year;
the rest of the time was spent with parents or friends. A few taught schoo! during the summer
months. Their life in the factory was made pleasant to them. In those days there was no need
of advocating the doctrine of the proper relation between employer and employed, Help was
foo valuable to be iflireated....

The most prevailing incentive to [abor was to secure the means of education for some mafe
member of the family. To make a gentleman of a brother or a son, to give him a college
education, was the dominant thought in the minds of a great many of the better class of mili-
girls. I have known more than one to give every cent of her wages, month after month, to her
brother, that he might get the education necessary to enter some profession. I have known a
mother to work years in this way for her boy. I have known women to educate young men by
their eamnings, who were not sons or relatives. There are many men now living who were
helped to an education by the wages of the early millgirls.

It is well to digress here a little, and speak of the influence the possession of money had on the
characters of some of these women. We can hardly realize what a change the cotton factory
made in the status of the working women. Hitherto woman had always been a money saving
rather than a. money earning, member of the community. Her labor could command but small
return, If she worked out as servant, or "help," her wages were from 50 cents to $1 .00 a
week; or, if she went from house to house by the day to spin and weave, or do tailoress work,
she could get but 75 cents a week and her meals. As teacher, her services were not in demand,
and the arts, the professions, and even the trades and industries, were nearly all closed to her.

As late as 1840 there were only seven vocations outside the home into which the women of
New England had entered. At this time woman had no propetty rights. A widow could be left
without her share of her husband’s (or the family) property, an " incumbrance” to his estate. A
father could make his will without reference to his daughter's share of the inheritance. He
usually left her a home on the farm as long as she remained single. A woman was not sup
posed to be capable of spending her own, or of using other people's money. In Massachusetts,
before 1840, a woman could not, legally, be treasurer of her own sewing society, unless some
man were responsible for her, The law took no cognizance of woman as a moneyspender., She
was a ward, an appendage, a relict, Thus it happened that If a woman did not choose to marry,
or, when left a widow, to remarry, she had no choice but to enter one of the few employments
open to het, or to.become a burden on the charity of some relative.



One of the first strikes that ever took place in this country was in Lowell in 1836. When it was
announced that the wages were to be cut down, great indignation was felt, and it was decided
to strike or "turn out" en masse. This was done, The mills were shut down, and the girls went
from their several corporations in procession to the grove on Chapel Hill, and listened to
incendiary speeches from some early labor reformers,

One of the girls stood on a pump and gave vent to the feelings of her companions In a neat
speech, declaring that it was thelr duty to resist all attempts at cutting down the wages. This
was the first time a woman had spoken in public in Lowell, and tha event caused surprise and

consternation among her audience '

It is hardly necessary to say that, so far as practical results are concerned, this strike did no
good. The corporation would not come to terms. The girls were soon tired of holding out, and
they went back to their work at the reduced rate of wages. The illsuccess of this early attempt
at resistance on the part of the wage element seems to have made a precedent for the issue of
many succeeding strikes,

Harriet H. Robinson, "Early Factory Labor in New England," in Massachusetts Bureau of
Statistics of Labor, Fourfeenth Annual Report (Boston: Wright & Potter, 1883), pp. 38082, 387-
88, 39192.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/robinson-fowell.asp
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President Andrew Jackson's Case for the Removal Act
First Annual Message fo Congress, 8 December 1830

It gives me pleasure to announce to Congress that the benevolent policy of the Government, steadily
pursued for nearly thirty years, in relation to the rernoval of the Indians beyond the white settlements is
approaching to a happy consummation. Two important tribes have aceepted the provision made for their
removal at the last session of Congress, and it is believed that their example will induce the remaining

tribes also to seek the same obvious advantages.

The consequences of a speedy removal will be important to the United States, to individual States, and
to the Indians themselves. The pecuniary advantages which it Promises to the Government are the least
of its recommendations. It puts an end to all possible danger of collision between the authorities of the
General and State Governments on account of the Indians. It will place a dense and civilized population
in large tracts of country now occupied by a few savage hunters. By opening the whole territory between
Tennessee on the north and Louisiana on the south to the settlement of the whites it will incalculably
strengthen the southwestern frontier and render the adjacent States strong enough to repel future
invasions without remote aid. It will relieve the whole State of Mississippi and the western part of
Alabama of Indian occupancy, and enable those States to advance rapidly in population, wealth, and
power. It will separate the Indians from immediate contact with settlements of whites; free them from
the power of the States; enable them to pursue happiness in their own way and onder their own rude
institutions; will retard the progress of decay, which is lessening their numbers, and perhaps cause them
gradually, under the protection of the Government and through the influence of good connsels, to cast
off their savage habits and become an inferesting, civilized, and Christian community. These
consequences, some of them so certain and the rest so probable, make the complete execution of the
plan sanctioned by Congress at their last session an object of much solicitude,

Toward the aborigines of the country no one can indulge a more friendly feeling than myself, or would
go further in attempting to reclaim them from their wandering habits and make them a happy,
prosperous people. I have endeavored to impress upon them my own solemn convictions of the duties
and powers of the General Government in relation to the State authorities, For the justice of the laws
passed by the States within the scope of their reserved powers they are not responsible to this
Government. As individuals we may entertain and express our opinions of their acts, butasa
Government we have as litfle right to control them as we have to prescribe laws for other pations,

With a full understanding of the subject, the Choctaw and the Chickasaw tribes have with great

- unanimity determined to avail themselves of the liberal offers presented by the act of Congress, and
have agreed to remove beyond the Mississippi River. Treaties have been made with them, which in due
season will be submitted for consideration, In negotiating these treaties they were made to understand
their true condition, and they have preferred maintaining their independence in the Western forests fo
submitting to the laws of the States in which they now reside. These treaties, being probably the last
which will ever be made with them, are characterized by great liberality on the part of the Government,
They give the Indians a liberal sum in consideration of their removal, and comfortable subsistence on
their arrival at their new homes, If it be their real interest to maintain a separate existence, they will there
be at liberty to do so without the inconveniences and vexations to which they: would unavoidably have

been subject in Alabama and Mississippi.

Humanity has often wept over the fate of the aborigines of this country, and Philanthropy has been long

hitn:/Aarwror.mthalvoke edn/acadfintrel/andrew him 12/4/2007
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busily employed in devising means to avert it, but its progress has never for a moment been arrested,
and one by one have many powerful tribes disappeared from the earth. To follow to the tomb the last of
his race and to tread on the graves of extinct nations excite melancholy reflections. But true philanthropy
reconciles the mind to these vicissitudes as it does to the extinction of one generation to make room for
another. In the monuments and fortresses of an unknown people, spread over the extensive regions of
the West, we behold the memorials of a once powerful race, which was exterminated or has disappeared
to make room for the existing savage tribes. Nor is there anything in this which, upon a comprehensive
view of the general interests of the human race, is to be regretted. Philanthropy could not wish to see this
continent restored to the conditions in which it was found by our forefathers. What good man would
prefer a country covered with forests and ranged by a few thousand savages to our extensive Republic,
studded with cities, towns, and prosperous farms, embellished with all the improvements which art can
devise or industry execute, occupied by more than 12,000,000 kappy people, and filled with all the

blessings of liberty, civilization, and religion?

The present policy of the Government is but a continuation of the same progressive change by a milder
process, The tribes which occupied the countries now constituting the Eastern States were annihilated or
have melted away to make rcom for the whites, The waves of population and civilization are rolling to
the westward, and we now propose ¢o acquire the countries occupied by the red men of the South and
‘West by a fair exchange, and, at the expense of the United States, to send them to 4 land where their
existence may be prolonged and perhaps made perpetual. Doubtless it will be painful to leave the graves
of their fathers; but what do they more than our ancestors did or than our chiidren aze now doing? To
better their condition in an unknown land our forefathers left all that was dear in earthly objects. Our
children by thousands yearly leave the land of their birth to seek new homes in distant regions. Does
Humanity weep at these painful separations from everything, animate and inanimate, with which the
young heart has become entwined? Far from it It is rather a source of joy that our country affords scope
where our young population may range unconstrained in body or in mind, developing the power and
faculties of man in their highest perfection. These remove hundreds and almost thousands of miles at
their own expense, purchase the lands they occupy, and support themselves at their new homes from the
moment of their arrival. Can it be cruel in this Government when, by events which it can not control, the
Indian is made discontented in his ancient home to purchase his lands, to give him a new and extensive
terrifory, to pay the expense of his removal, and support him a year in his new abode? How many
thousands of our own people would gladly embrace the opportunity of removing to the West on such
conditions! If the offers made to the Indians were extended to them, they would be hailed with gratitude

and joy.

And is it supposed that the wandering savage has a stronger attachment to his home than the settled,
civilized Christian? Is it more afflicting to him to leave the graves of his fathers than it is to our brothers
and children? Rightly considered, the policy of the General Government toward the red man is not only
liberal, but generous. He is unwilling to submit to the laws of the States and mingle with their
population. To save him from this alternative, or perhaps utter annihilation, the General Government
kindly offers him a new home, and proposes to pay the whole expense of his removal and settlement, . .

May we not hope, therefore, that all good citizens, and none more zealously than those who think the
Indians oppressed by subjection to the laws of the States, will unite in attempting to open the eyes of
those children of the forest to their true condition, and by a speedy removal to relieve them from all the
evils, real or imaginary, present or prospective, with which they may be supposed to be threatened.

httn:/ferwrw.mitholvoke.edu/acad/intrel/andrew. bt 12/4/2007
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John L. O'Sullivan on Manifest Destiny, 1839

Excerpted from "The Great Nation of Futurity," The United States Democratic Review, Volume
6, Issue 23, pp. 426-430. The complete article can be found in The Making of America Series at

Cornell University

The American people having derived their origin from many other nations, and the Declaration
of National Independence being entirely based on the great principle of human equality, these
facts demonstrate at once our disconnected position as regards any other nation; that we have, in
reality, but little connection with the past history of any of them, and still less with all antiquity,
its glories, or its crimes. On the contrary, our national birth was the beginning of a new history,
the formation and progress of an untried political system, which separates us from the past and
connects us with the future only; and so far as regards the entire development of the natural
rights of man, in moral, political, and national life, we may confidently assume that our country
is destined to be the great nation of futurity.

It is so destined, because the principle upon which a nation is organized fixes its destiny, and that
of equality is perfect, is universal. It presides in all the operations of the physical world, and it is
also the conscious law of the soul -- the self-evident dictates of morality, which accurately
defines the duty of man to man, and consequently man's rights as man. Besides, the truthfiil
annals of any nation furnish abundant evidence, that its happiness, its greatness, its duration,
were always proportionate to the democratic equality in its system of government. . . .

What friend of human liberty, civilization, and refinement, can cast his view over the past history
of the monarchies and aristocracies of antiquity, and not deplore that they ever existed? What
philanthropist can contemplate the oppressions, the cruelties, and injustice inflicted by them on
the masses of mankind, and not turn with moral horror from the retrospect?

America is destined for better deeds, It is our unparalleled glory that we have no reminiscences
of battle fields, but in defence of humanity, of the oppressed of all nations, of the rights of
conscience, the rights of personal enfranchisement. Qur annals describe no scenes of horrid
carnage, where men were led on by hundreds of thousands to slay one another, dupes and victims
to emperors, kings, nobles, demons in the human form called heroes. We have had patriots to
defend our homes, our liberties, but no aspirants to crowns or thrones; nor have the American
people ever suffered themselves to be led on by wicked ambition to depopulate the land, to
spread desolation far and wide, that a human being might be placed on a seat of supremacy.

‘We have no interest in the scenes of antiquity, enly as lessons of avoidance of nearly all their
examples. The expansive future is our arena, and for our history. We are entering on its
untrodden space, with the truths of God in our minds, beneficent abjects in our hearts, and with a



clear conscience unsullied by the past. We are the nation of human progress, and who will, what
can, set limits to our onward march? Providence is with us, and no earthly power can. We point
to the everlasting truth on the first page of our national declaration, and we proclaim to the
millions of other lands, thai "the gates of hell” -- the powers of aristocracy and monarchy -

"shall not prevail against it."

The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its magnificent
domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the
excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the
worship of the Most High -- the Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof
the firmament of the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics,
comprising hundreds of happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by God's
natural and moral law of equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and good will amongst

men.". ..

Yes, we are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of universal enfranchisement. Equality
of rights is the cynosure of our union of States, the grand exemplar of the correlative equality of
individuals; and while truth sheds its effulgence, we cannot retrograde, without dissolving the
one and subverting the other. We must onward to the fulfilment of our mission -- to the entire
development of the principle of our organization -- freedom of conscience, freedom of person,
_ freedom of trade and business pursuits, universality of freedom and equality. This is our high
destiny, and in nature's eternal, inevitable decree of cause and effect we must accomplish it. All
this will be our future history, to establish on earth the moral dignity and salvation of man -- the
immutable truth and beneficence of God. For this blessed mission to the nations of the world,
which are shut out from the life-giving light of truth, has America been chosen; and her high
example shall smite unto death the tyranny of kings, hierarchs, and oligarchs, and carry the glad
tidings of peace and good will where myriads now endure an existence scarcely more enviable
than that of beasts of the field. Who, then, can doubt that our country is destined to be the great
nation of futurity?

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/osulliva.htm
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Mexlcan-Amercan War Mini-Q

Document A

Source: John L. O'Sullivan, “Annexation,” Thie United Siales Magazina and Democatic Review, Val, XVIT, July, 1845,

© 2003 The O5Cr Project This page may be reproduced for classroom use

It-is time for apposition to the Annexation of ‘Texas to cease.... Texas is now
ouss.... Let their reception into the “family” be frank, kindly, and cheerfal....
(O)ther nations have undertaken ... hostile interference against us, ... ham-
pering our power, limiting our greatness and checking the fulfillment of oor
manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by Providencs (God) for
the free development of our yearly multiplying millions,

- California will, probably, next fall away from (Mexico),... Imbecile and
distracted, Mexico never can exert any real governmental authority over such a
comntry..., The Anglo-Saxon foot is already on (California’s) borders ... armed
with the plough and the rifle, and marking its trail with schaols and colleges,
couris and representative halls, mills and meeting-honses.... All this (will
happen) in the natural flow of events....
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Mexlcan-Amerlcan War Mini-Q

Document B

Source: Wer Message of Presldent James Folk, Washington, May 11, 1846.

£ 2009 Tha OBL Prefect

To the Senate and

_ House of Representatives:

(In an earlier message) I informed you
that ... I had ordered an efficient military
force to take 2 position “between the
Nueces and the Del Norte (Rio Grande).”
This had bzcome necessary, io meet a
threatened invasion of Texas by the
Mexican forces.... The invasion was
threatened solely because Texas had deter-
mined ... to annex herself to pur Union;
and, under these circumstances, it was
plainly our duty to extend our protection
over her citizens and soil.

... The Congress of Texas, by its act of
Drecember 19, 1836, had declared the Rio
del-Norte to be the boundary of that repub-
lic.... The country between that river and
the Del Norte ... is now included within
one of our congressional districts, ... It
became, therefore, of urgent necessity fo
provide for the defense of that portion of

Qur Country....
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(On the 24th of April) a party ... of
sixty-three men and officers, were ... dis-
patched from the American camp up the
Rio del Norte, on its (North) bank, to
ascertain whether the Mexican troops had
crossed, or were preparing to cross, the
river... (They) became engaged with a
large body of these (Mexican) troops, and,
after a short affair, in which some sixtezn
(Americans) were killed and wounded,
appear to have been suirounded and com-
peiled to suriender....

‘We have tried every effort at reconcili-
ation, The cup of forbearance had been
exhaunsted even before the recent informa-
tion from the frontier of the Del Norie.
But now, ... Mexico has passed the
boundary of the United States, has invaded
our territory and shed American blood
upon the American soil.

Note: War Vole, May 13, 1846:
US Senata; 40 Yes, 2 No
House of Rep: 174 Yes, 14 No -
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1

Source: Jesus Velasco-Manjuez, Instituto Tecnologleo Autonomo de Mexico, “A Mexdcan Viewpolnt on the

War With the Unlted Stales,” Volcas of Mexico, Issue #41, Cender for Research on North America
(CISAN), National Autonomous University of Mexico,-2008,

The most dramatic event in the history of relations between Mexico and the United States
took place a ¢entury and a half 2go. US historians refer fo this event as “The Mexican War,”
while in Mexico we prefer to use the ferm *“The U.,S, Invasion.”...

From Mexico’s point of view, the annexation of Texas to the United States was inadmissibls
for both legal and security reasons. Thus, when the Mexican government leamed of the treaty
signed between Texas and the United States in April 1844, it ... would consider such an act

“a declaration of war.” ... .

(In early 1846, on Polk's orders) the troops commanded by General Zachary Taylor arived
at the Rio Grande, across from the city of Matamoros, thus occupying the territory in dispute
and increasing the possibilities-of 2 confrontation.... In the eyes of the (Mexican) government,
the mobilization of the UJS army was an outright attack on Mexico.... As a-consequence, the
Mexican government reaffirmed the instruction to protect the border, meaning the territory
located between the Ric Grande and the Nueces River —an order which led to the battles of
Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma....

. (One article) in the daily Ef Tiempo ... stated: “The American government acted like a

bandit who came upon a traveler”
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{ ’ Souree: Charles Sumner, "Objections io the MeXican-American War" adopfed by the Mass, State Legisiature, 1847,
Note: Sumner was a young siafe Iegislaior from Massachusetts who later served 24 years In the US Senate.

Mexico, on achieving her independence of the Spanish Crown ... decreed the
abolition of human slavery within her dominjons, embracing the province of Texas....

At this period, citi'zens of the United Stafes had already begun to (move) into
Texas.... The idea was ,.. that this extensive provmce. ought to beeome a part of the

Umted States....
' A current of emigration soon followed from the United States. Slaveholdéys

crossed the Sabine (river between Louisiana and Texas) with their slaves, in defiance
of the Mexican ordinance of freedom. Restless spirits, discontented at home ... joined
them.... The work of rebellion sped, Our newspapers excited the Iust of territorial
robbery in the public mind.... Certainly (Mexico) ... might justly charge our citizens
with disgraceful robbery, while, in seeking extension of slavaxy, {our-own citizens

denied) the great ttuths of American freedom....

-

Nole; According to an early Texes census, there were 103,000 whites and 38,000 slaves in the state in 1847,

Y
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Liberator Editorial, First Issue

Date: 1831

Weekly antislavery newspaper published by militant American abolitionist
Wiltiam Lloyd Garrison between January 1, 1831, and December 29, 1865.
This periodical, issued in Boston, decried slavery as a national sin and
promoted the immediate, unconditional emancipation of slaves in the United
States. Although its paid circulation never exceeded three thousand
subscribers, the Liberator had a wide influence, persuading many northern
abolitionists to abandon proposals for more gradual, compensated
emancipation, and encouraging southerners to defend the institution of
slavery. The paper ceased publication after ratification of the Thirteenth
Amendment, ending slavery.

The original spellings have heen retained in this document.

Liberator Editorial, First Issue (1831)

From: Writings and Speeches of William Lloyd Garrison, p. 62-64

Editorial from First Issue of the Liberator, Willlamm Lloyd Garrison
COMMENCEMENT OF THE LIBERATOR.

In the month of August, I issued proposals for publishing 'The Liberator' in
Washington city; but the enterprise, though hailed approvingly in different
sections of the country, was palsied by public indifference, Since that time,
the removal of the 'Genius of Universal Emancipation’ to the Seat of
Government has rendered less imperious the establishment of a similar
periodical in that quarter,



During my recent tour for the purpose of exciting the minds of the people by
a series of discourses on the subject of slavery, every place that I visited
gave fresh evidence of the fact, that a greater revolution in public sentiment
was to be effected in the free States~--and particularly in New England--than
at the South. I found contempt more bitter, opposition more active,
detraction more relentless, prejudice more stubborn, and apathy more
frozen, than among slave owners themselves. Of course, there were
individual exceptions to the contrary. This state of things afflicted, but did
not dishearten me. I determined, at every hazard, to lift up the standard of
emancipation in the eyes of the nation, within sight of Bunker Hill, and in the
birth-place of liberty. That standard is now unfurled; and long may it float,
unhurt by the spoliations of time or the missiles of a desperate foe; yea, till
every chain be broken, and every bondman set free! Let Southern
oppressors tremble; [et their secret abettors tremble; let their Northern
apologists tremble; let all the enemies of the persecuted blacks tremble.

Assenting to the ‘self-evident truths' maintained in the American Declaration
of Independence, 'that all men are created .equal, and endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights~--among which are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness,’ I shall strenuously contend for the immediate
enfranchisement of our slave population, In Park Street Church, on the
Fourth of July, 1829, in an address on slavery, I unreflectingly assented to
the popular but pernicious doctrine of gradual abolition. I seize this
opportunity to make a full and unequivocal recantation, and thus publicly to
ask pardon of my God, of my country, and of my brethren, the poor slaves,
for having uttered a sentiment so full of timidity, injustice and absurdity. A
similar recantation, from my pen, was published in the 'Genius of Universal
Emancipation,’ at Baltimore, in September, 1829. My conscience Is now
satisfied.

I am aware, that many object to the severity of my language; but is there
not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as
justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with
moderation. No! nol Tell a man, whose house is on fire, to give a moderate
alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hands of the ravisher;
tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has
fallen; but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the present! I am
in earnest. I will not equivocate--I will not excuse--1 will not retreat a single
inch--and I will be heard. The apathy of the people is enough to make every
statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten the resurrection of the dead.



It is pretended, that I am retarding the cause of emancipation by the
coarseness of my invective, and the precipitancy of my measures. The
charge is not true, On this question, my influence, humble as it is, is felt at
this moment to a considerable extent, and shall be felt In coming years--not
perniciously, but beneficially--not as a curse, but as a blessing; and posterity
will bear testimony that I was right. I desire to thank God, that he enables
me to disregard 'the fear of man which bringeth a snare,' and to speak his
truth in its simplicity and power. And here I close with this fresh dedication: -

'Oppressiont I have seen thee, face to face, And met thy cruel eye and
cloudy brow; But thy soul-withering glance I fear not now--For dread to
prouder feelings doth give place, Of deep abhorrence! Scorning the disgrace
Of slavish knees that at thy footstool bow, I also kneel--but with far other
vow Do hail thee and thy herd of hirelings base:--1 swear; while life-blood
warms my throbbing veins, Still to oppose and thwart, with heart and hand,
Thy brutalizing sway--till Africa's chains Are burst, and Freedom rules the
rescued land, Trampling Oppression and his iron rod:--Such is the vow 1
take--s0 help me, God!’

Boston, January 1, 1831.

http://www.fofweb.com/NuHistory/defauit.asp?itemID=WES2&NewltemID=True



Pefor 2

HORACE MANN ON EDUCATION AND NATIONAL WELFARE
1848 (Twelfth Annual Report of Horace Mann as Secretary of Massachusetts State Board of

Education)

Horace Mann's appoinitment as Secrelary of the newly organized Board of Education, in 1837,
inqugurated a new era in the history of American education. In his annual reports Mann
discussed the larger implications of education in a democracy.

.... A cardinal object which the government of Massachusetts, and ali the influential men in the
State, should propose to themselves, is the physical well-being of all the people,—the
sufficiency, comfort, competence, of every individual in regard to food, raiment, and shelter.
And these necessaries and conveniences of life should be obtained by each individual for
himself, or by each family for themselves, rather than accepted from the hand of charity or
extorted by poor laws. It is not averred that this most desirable result can, in all instances, be
obtained; but it is, nevertheless, the end to be aimed at. True statesmanship and true political
economy, not less than true philanthropy, present this perfect theory as the goal, to be more and
more closely approximated by our imperfect practice. The desire to achieve such a result cannot
be regarded as an unreasonable ambition; for, though all mankind were well fed, well clothed,
and well housed, they might still be half civilized.

According to the European theory, men are divided into classes,—some to toil and earn, others to
seize and enjoy. According to the Massachuseits theory, all are to have an equal chance for
earning, and equal security in the enjoyment of what they earn. The latter tends to equality of
condition; the former, to the grossest inequalities. Tried by any Christian standard of morals, or
even by any of the better sort of heathen standards, can any one hesitate, for a moment, in.
declaring which of the two will produce the greater amount of human welfare, and which,
therefore, is the more conformable to the divine will? The European theory is blind to what
constitutes the highest glory as well as the highest duty of a State....

QOur ambition as a State should trace itself to a different origin, and propose to itself a different
object, Its flame should be lighted at the skies. Its radiance and its warmth should reach the
darkest and the coldest of abodes of men. It should seek the solution of such problems as these:
To what extent can competence displace pauperism? How nearly can we free ourselves from the
low-minded and the vicious, not by their expatriation, but by their elevation? To what extent can
the resources and powers of Nature be converted into human welfare, the peaceful arts of life be
advanced, and the vast treasures of human talent and genius be developed? How much of
suffering, in all its forms, can be relieved? or, what is better than relicf, how much can be
prevented? Cannot the classes of crimes be lessened, and the number of criminals in each class
be diminished? . ..

Now two or three things will doubtless be admitted to be true, beyond all controversy, in regard
to Massachusetts. By its industrial condition, and its business operations, it is exposed, far
beyond any other State in the Union, to the fatal extremes of overgrown wealth and desperate
poverty. Its population is far more dense than that of any other State. It is four or five times more
dense than the average of all the-other States taken together; and density of population has
always been one of the proximate causes of social inequality. According to population and



territorial extent there is far more capital in Massachusetts -- capital which is movable, and
instantaneously available -- than in any other State in the Union; and probably both these
qualifications respecting population and territory could be omitted without endangering the truth
of the assertion....

Now surely nothing but universal education can counterwork this tendency to the domination of
capital and the servility of labor. If one class possesses all the wealth and the education, while
the residue of society is ignorant and poor, it matters not by what name the relation between
them may be called: the latter, in fact and in truth, will be the servile dependents and subjects of
the former. But, if education be equally diffused, it will draw property after it by the strongest of
all attractions; for such a thing never did happen, and never can happen, as that an intelligent and
practical body of men should be permanently poor. Property and labor in different classes are
essentially antagonistic; but property and labor in the same class are essentially fratemal, The
people of Massachusetts have, in some degree, appreciated the truth that the unexampled
prosperity of the State - its comfort, its competence, its general intelligence and virtue -- is
attributable to the education, more or less perfect, which all its people have received; bt are they
sensible of a fact equally important,— namely, that it is to this same education that two-thirds of
the people are indebted for not being to-day the vassals of as severe a tyranny, in the form of
capital, as the lower classes of Europe are bound to in any form of brute force?

Education then, beyond all other devices of human origin, is a great equalizer of the conditions
of men,—the balance wheel of the social machinery. I.-do not here mean that it so elevates the
moral nature as to make men disdain and abhor the oppression of their fellow men, This idea
pertains to another of its attributes. But I mean that it gives each man the independence and the
means by which he can resist the selfishness of other men. It does better than to disarm the poor
of their hostility toward the rich: it prevents being poor. Agrarianism is the revenge of poverty
against wealth. The wanton destruction of the property of others ~- the burning of hay-ricks, and
corn-ricks, the demolition of machinery because it supersedes hand-labor, the sprinkling of
vitriol on rich dresses -- is only agrarianism run mad. Education prevents both the revenge and
the madness. On the other hand, a fellow-feeling for one's class or caste is the common instinct
of hearts not wholly sunk in selfish regard for a person or for a family. The spread of education,
by enlarging the cultivated class or caste, will open a wider area over which the social feelings
will expand; and, if this education should be universal and complete, it would do more than all
things else to obliterate factitious distinctions in society.. .. '

For the creation of wealth, then,—for the existence of a wealthy people and a wealthy nation,—
intelligence is the grand condition. The number of improvers will increase as the intellectual
constituency, if I may so call it, increases. In former times, and in most parts of the world even at
the present day, not one man in a million has ever had such a development of mind as made it
possible for him to become a coniributor to art or science.... Let this development proceed, and
contributions , . . of inestimable value, will be sure to follow. That political economy, therefore,
which busies itself about capital and labor, supply and demand, interests-and rents, favorable and
unfavorable balances of trade, but leaves out of account the elements of a wide-spread mental
development, is naught but stupendous folly. The greatest of all the arts in political economy is
to change a consumer into a producer; and the next greatest is to increase the producing
power,—and this to be directly obtained by increasing his intelligence, For mere delving, an



ignorant man is but little better than a swine, whom he so much resembles in his appetites, and
surpasscs in his power of mischief....

http:/fwww.thcrimlaw.com/civil_bible/horace_mann.htm



The Declaration of Sentiments

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man
to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have hitherto
occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that impel them to such a

course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, if is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse ailegiance io it, and
to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind
are more disposed to suffer. while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their
duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has
been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled. The history of
mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman,
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts
be submitted to a candid world.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man
toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To
prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has pever permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men--both
natives and foreigners.

Having deprived her of this first right of a citizedn, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her
without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.

He has talen from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns,




He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with
impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she
is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, her
master--the law’ giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement,

After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single, and the owner of property, he has
taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be made
profitable to it.

He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to
follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration. He closes against her all the avenues to wealth
and distinction which he considers most honorable to himself. As a teacher of theology,
medicine, or law, she is not known.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed
against her.

He allows her in church, as well as state, but 2 subordinate position, claiming apostolic authority
for her exclusion from the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public participation in
the affairs of the church,

He has created a false public sentiment by giving to the world a different code of morals for men
and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society, are not only
tolerated, but deemed of little account in man,

He has.usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a
sphere of action, when that belongs to her conscience and to her God.

He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to
lessen her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social

and religious degradation--in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do

feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we

insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as
citizens of the United States. .

Jrom Elizabeth Cady Stanton, A History of Woman Suffrage, vol. I (Rochester, N.Y.: Fowler
and Wells, 1889), pages 70-71.
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___Excerpted, and footnotes added, by the National Humanities Center
for use in a Standards-Based Prafessional Development Seminar____

Henry Clay July 22, 1850 .

A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE DEBATE
ON THE COMPROMISE BILLS’

__ Excerpts__

Mr. President [of the Senate], I approach now to the question of what ﬁe consequence must be
of the defeat of the measure now before the Senate, and what the consequence will probably be in
case of the successful support of the measure by Congress. If the bill is defeated, and no equivalent
measure be passed, as in all human probability will be the case — if this measure is not passed, and
we go home, in what condition do we leave this free and glorious people? . . . If there should be a
war, even of all the southern States with the residue of the Union, I am not going to say that in such
a contest, such a fratricidal contest, the Union itself, the residue of the Union, might not prove an
overmatch for southern resistance. I will not assert what party would prevail in such a context; for
you know, sir, what all history teaches, that the end of war is never seen in the beginning of war,
and that few wars which mankind have waged among themselves, have ever terminated in the
accomplishment of the objects for which they were commenced. There are two descriptions of ties
which bind this Union and this glorious people together. One is the political bond and tie which
connects them, and the other is the fraternal commercial tie which binds them together. I want to see
them both preserved. I wish never to sce the day when the ties of commerce and fraternity shall be
destroyed, and the iron bands afforded by political connections shall alone exist and keep us
together, And when you take into view the firm conviction which Texas has of her undoubted right;
when we know at this moment that her Legislature is about to convene, and before the autumn
arrives, froops may be on their march from Texas to take possession of the disputed Territory of

New Mexico, which she believes to belong to herself — is there not danger which should make us

'Provisions of the Compromise of 1850: (1) California admitted to the Union as a free state; (2} Land acquired in the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican War, organized into the territories of New Mexico and Utah
with no federal prohibition of slavery; (3) Boundary between Texas and New Mexico adjusted; (4) Texas awarded $10
million te compensate for land given to New Mexico; (5) Slave trading but not slavery itself prohibited in the District of
Columbia; (6) Fugitive slave law vigorously enforced.
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pause and reflect, before we leave this capitol without providing against such a perilous emergency?
Let blood be once spilled in the conflict between the troops of Texas and those of the United States,
and my word for it, thousands of gallant men will fly from the States which I have enumerated, if
not from all the slaveholding States, to sustain and succor the power of Texas, and to preserve her in
possession of that in which they, as well as she, feel so deep an interest, Even from Missouri —
because her valiant population might most quickly pour down upon Santa Fé aid and assistance to
Texas— even from Missouri, herself a slave State, it is not at all unlikely that thousands might
flock to the standard of the weaker party, and assist Texas in her struggles. Is that a state of things
which you, senators, can contemplate without apprehension? Or can you content yourselves with
going home, and leaving it to be possibly realized before the termination of the current year? Are
you not bound, as men, as patriots, as enlightened statesmen, to provide for the contingency? And
how can you provide for it better than by this bill, which separates a reluctant people about to be
united to Texas, a people who, themselves, perhaps, will raise the standard of resistance against the
power of Texas — which separates them from Texas, anid guards against the possibility of a
sympathetic and contagious war, springing up between the slave States and the power of the general
government, which I regard as almost inevitable, if Congress adjourns with the admission of
California alone, stopping there, and doing nothing else. For, sir, the admission of California alone,
under all the circumnstances of the time, with the proviso still suspended over the heads of the South,
with the abolition of slavery still threatened in the District of Columbia——the act of the admission
of California, without provision for the settlement of the Texas boundary question, without the other
potions of this bill, will aggravate, and embitter, and enrage the South, and make them rush on
furiously and blindly, animated, as they believe, by a patriotic zeal to defend themselves against
northern aggression. I call upon you, then, and I call upon the Senate, in the name of the country,
never to separate from this capitol, without settling all these questions, leaving nothing to disturb
the general peace and repose of the country. . . .

. .. There is not an abolitionist in the United States that I know of — there may be some —
there is not an abolition press, if you begin with the abolition press located at Washington, and
embrace all others, that is not opposed to this bill — not one of them. There is not an abolitionist in
this Senate chamber or out of it, anywhere, that is not opposed to the adoption of this compromise
plan. And why are they opposed to it? They see their doom as certain as there is a God in heaven

who sends His providential dispensations to calm the th.-reatening storm and to tranquillize agitated
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man. As certain as that God exists in heaven, your business [turning toward Mr. Hale?'], your
vocation is gone. I argue much more from acts, from instinctive feelings, from the promptings of the
heart, from a conscious apprehension of impending rin to the cause which they espouse, than I do
from the declamatory and eloquent language which the}; employ in resistance to this measure.

What! increased agitation, and the agitators against the plan. It is an absurdity. . . .

But, Mr. President, I am not only fortified in my convictions that this will be the salutary and
healing effect of this great plan of compromise and settlement of our difficulties, but I am supported
by the nature of man and the truth of history. What is that nature? Why, sir, after perturbing storms
a calm is sure to follow. The nation wants repose. It pants for repose, and entreats you to give it
peace and tranquillity. Do you believe, that when the nation’s senators and the nation’s
representatives, after such a continued struggle, as we have had, shall settle these questions, it is
possible for the most malignant of all men longer to disturb the peace, and quiet, and harmony of
this otherwise most prosperous country? But, I said, not only according to the nature of man, but
according to the universal desire which prevails throughout the wide-spread land, would the
acceptance of this measure, in my opinion, lead to a joyand exultation almost unexampled in our
history. I refer to historical instances occurring in our government to verify me in the conviction I
entertain of the healing and tranquillizing consequences which would result from the adoption of
this measure. What was said when the compromise was passed?® Then, as now, it was denounced,
Then, as now, when it was approaching its passage, when being perfected, it was said, “It will not
quell the storm, nor give peace to the country,” How was it received when it passed? The bells rang,
the cannons were fired, and every demonstration of joy fhroughout the whole land was made upon
the settlement by the Missouri compromise. . . . But now, more than then, has this agitation been
increased. Now, more than then, are the dangers which exist, if the contro‘;'ersy remains unsettled,
more aggravated and more to be dreaded. The idea of disunion then was scarcely a low whisper.
Now, it has become a familiar language in certain portions of the country. The public mind and the
public heart are becoming'familiarized with that most dangerous and fatal of all events, the disunion
of the States. People begin to contend that this is not so bad a thing as they supposed. Like the
progress in all human affairs, as we approach danger it disappears, it diminishes in our conception,
and we no longer regard it with that awfud apprehension of consequences that we did before we

came into contact with it. Everywhere now there is a state of things, a degree of alarm and

% John P. Hale, U.S. Senator from New Hampshire and an active abolitionist.
% Missouri Compromise of 1820,
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apprehension, and determination to fight, as they regard-it, against the aggressions of the North,
That did not so demonstirate itself at the period of the Missouri compromise. It was followed, in
consequence of the adoption of the measure which seftled the difficulty of Missouri, by peace,
harmony, and tranquillity. So now, I infer from the greater amount of agitation, from the greater
amount of danger, that, if you adopt the measures under consideration, they, too, will be followed
by the same amount of contentment, satisfaction, peace, and tranquillity which ensued after the
Missouri compromise. . . .

I believe from the bottom of my soul, that the measure is the re-union of this Union. I believe
that it is the dove of peace, which, taking its aerial flight from the dome of the capitol, carries the
glad tidings of assured peace and restored harmony to all the remotest extremities of this distracted
land. I believe that it will be attended with all those beneficent effects. And now let us discard all
resentment, all passions, all petty jealousies, all personal desires, all Iove of place, all hungering
after the gilded crumbs which fall from the table of power. Let us forget popular fears, from
whatever quarter they may spring. Let us go to the limpid fountain of unadulterated patriotism, and,
performing a solemn lustration,* return divested of all selfish, sinister, and sordid impurities, and
think alone of our God, our country, our consciences, and our glorious Union; that Union without
which we shall be torn into hostile fragments, and sooner.or later become the victims of military
despotism, or foreign domination. . . .

Let me, Mr. President, in conclusion, say that the most disastrous consequences would occur, iﬁ
my opinion, were we to go home, doing nothing to satisfy and tranquillize the country upon these
great questions. What will be the judgment of mankind, what the judgment of that portion of
mankind who are looking upon the progress of this scheme of self-government as being that which
holds out the highest hopes and expectations of ameliorating the condition of mankind — what will
their judgment be? Will not all the meonarchs of the old world pronounce our glorious republic a
disgraceful failure? What will be the judgment of our constituents, when we return to them and they
ask us, How have you left your country? Is all quiet— and happy — are all the seeds of distraction
or division crushed and dissipated? And, sir, when you cotne into the bosom of your family, when
you come to converse with the partner of your fortunes, of your happiness, and of your sorrows, and
when in the midst of the common offspring of boih of you, she asks you, “Ts there any danger of

civil war? Is there any danger of the torch being applied to any portion of the country? Have you

# lustration: A freeing from sin, guilt, or defilement; archaie: a sacrifice or ceremony through which cities, fields,
armies, or people, defiled by crimes, pestilence, or other cause of uncleanness, were puriffed.
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settled the questions which you have been so long discussing and deliberating upon at Washington?
Is all peace and quiet?” What response, Mr. President, can you make to that wife of your choice,
and those children with whom you have been blessed b}; God? Will you go home and leave all

in disorder and confusion, all unsettled, all open? The contentions and agitations of the past will

be increased and augmented by the agitations resulting from our neglect to decide them. Sir, we
shall stand condemned by all human judgment below, and of that above it is not for me to speak.
‘We shall stand condemned in our own consciences, by our own constituents, and by our own

country. . .. These are my sentiments — make the most of them. [Speech continues.]



CONFESSIONS OF NAT TURNER (excerpts)

THE LEADER OF THE LATE INSURRECTION IN SOUTHAMPTON, VA. As fully and voluntarily
made to THOMAS R. GRAY, In the prison where he was confined, and acknowledged by him to
be such when read before the Court of Southampton; with the certificate, under seal of the
Court convened at Jerusalem, Nov. 5, 1831, for his trial.

“My grandmother, who was very religious, and to whom | was much attached—my master, who
belonged to the church, and other religious persons who visited the house, and whom | often
saw at [Seal.] 8 9 prayers, noticing the singularity of my manners, | suppose, and my
uncomman intelligence for a child, remarked | had too much sense to be raised, and if | was, |
would never be of any service to anyone as a slave—To a mind like mine, restless, inquisitive
and observant of everything that was passing, it is easy to suppose that religion was the subject
to which it would be directed, and although this subject principally occupied my thoughts—there
was nothing that | saw or heard of to which my attention was not directed—The manner in which
| learned to read and write, not only had great influence on my own mind, as | acquired it with
the most perfect ease, so much so, that | have no recollection whatever of learning the
alphabet—but to the astonishment of the family, one day, when a book was shewn me to keep
me from crying, | began spelling the names of different objects—this was a source of wonder to
all in the neighborhood, particularly the blacks—and this learning was constantly improved at all
opportunities—when | got large enough to go to work, while employed, | was reflecting on many
things that would present themselves to my imagination, and whenever an opportunity occurred
of looking at a book, when the school children were getting their lessons, | would find many
things that the fertility of my own imagination had depicted to me before; all my time, not
devoted to my master’s service, was spent either in prayer, or in making experiments in casting
different things in moulds made of earth, in attempting to make paper, gunpowder, and many
other experiments, that although | could not perfect, yet convinced me of its practicability if | had
the means.

.... | would never be of any use to an one as a slave. Now finding | had arrived to man’s estate,
and was a slave, and these revelations being made known to me, [ began to direct my attention
to this great object, to fulfil the purpose for which, by this time, | felt assured | was intended.
Knowing the influence | had obtained over the minds of my fellow servants, (not by the means of
conjuring and such like tricks—for to them 1 always spoke of such things with contempt) but by
the communion of the Spirit whose revelations | often communicated to them, and they believed
and said my wisdom came from God. | now began to prepare them for my purpose, by telling
them something was about to happen that would terminate in fulfilling the great promise that
had been made to me—About this time | was placed under an overseer, from whom | ran
away—and after remaining in the woods thirty days, | returned, to the astonishment of the
negroes on the plantation, who thought 1 had made my escape to some other part of the
country, as my father had done before. But the reason of my return was, that the Spirit appeared



to me and said | had my wishes directed to the things of this world, and not to the kingdom of
Heaven, and that | should return to the service of my earthly master

....By this time my company amounted to fifteen, and nine men mounted, who started for Mrs.
Whitehead's, (the other six were to go through a by way to Mr. Bryant’s, and rejoin us at Mrs.
Whitehead’s,) as we approached the house we discovered Mr. Richard Whitehead standing in
the cotton patch, near the lane fence; we called him over into the lane, and Will, the executioner,
was near at hand, with his fatal axe, fo send him to an untimely grave. As we pushed on to the
house, | discovered some one run round the garden, and thinking it was some of the white
family, | pursued them, but finding it was a servant girl belonging to the house, [ returned to
commence the work of death, but they whom [ left, had not been idle; all the family were already
murdered, but Mrs. Whitehead and her daughter Margaret. As | came round to the door | saw
Will pulling Mrs. Whitehead out of the house, and at the step he nearly severed her head from
her body, with his broad axe. Miss Margaret, when | discovered her, had concealed herself in
the corner, formed by the projection of the cellar cap from the house; on my approach she fled,
but was soon overtaken, and after repeated blows with a sword, | killed her by a blow on the
head, with a fence rail. By this time, the six who had gone by Mr, Bryant’s, rejoined us, and
informed me they had done the work of death assigned them. We again divided,
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